
DESERT CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS 
6TH  – 12TH GRADES 

ADMISSIONS INFORMATION NIGHT 
DECEMBER 8, 2008 

6:30 PM **  UPPER ROOM 
 
 

Opening Activities 
�  Welcome and Opening Prayer  Dennis O’Reilly, MS Principal  
�  Introductions 
�  Devotion 
 
   

 
 
Who is Desert Christian?    John O’Hair, Headmaster of DCS 

�  Our Organization 
�  Our Mission      
�  Our Heritage  
�  A Distinctively Christian School Program 
�  Safe But Not Safe 

 
 
Serving Families John Van Egmond, Financial Advisor 

for DCS 
�  A Scholarship Opportunity – Arizona Tuition Tax Credit 
�  Institute for Better Education     

 
 
Individual School Information   Ron Smith, HS Principal 

�  Visitations 
�  High School Program – Proceed to the Library 
�  Middle School Program – Remain in the Upper Room 

 
 
 
 



DESERT CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS 
Parent and Student Campus Visitations 

 
 

HIGH SCHOOL 
 
 CURRENT campus – 7525 E. Speedway, 298-5817 
 

�  PROCEDURE 
 

Call high school office to schedule time for any of the following: 
o Touring school campus (Wednesday preferred) 
o Student preview classes  (may spend up to one half-day) 
o Parents may schedule an appointment with Mrs. Self 

 
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 
 CURRENT campus – 7525 E. Speedway, 795-7161 
 

�  PROCEDURE 
 

Call middle school office to schedule: 
o Classroom observations November – April (SECOND and FORTH 

Tuesdays of each month) 
 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
 
 CURRENT campus – 7777 E. Speedway, 885-4800 
 

�  Information Night – January 13, 2008 @ 6:30 PM at 7777 E Speedway in 
Javelina Hall. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Ser vi ng th e Tucson  Commu n i t y for  23 year s 

Deser t  Ch r i st i an  Schools 

“ Di sci p l i ng young peopl e t o mak e a d i f fer ence i n  t hei r  wor l d 

M ission 

The mission of Desert  Christ ian Schools is to disciple students in partnership wi th Christ ian 
fami l ies whi le providing a bibl ical ly integrated t radi t ional  l iberal  arts educat ion, so that  they 
w i l l  mature spi ri tual ly, develop a bibl ical  worldview, and be academical ly prepared so they 
can impact  thei r world for Christ . 
 

M ission Strategies 
¨  A qual i ty, commit ted facul ty and staff who possess: a growing personal relationship with Jesus 

Christ; a sense of calling to Christian education, and DCS in particular; an integrated biblical world 
and life view; a strong content knowledge and desire to continue to learn; training in sound 
principles of instruction 

¨  A t radi t ional  l iberal  arts curriculum which focuses on truth, goodness, and beauty (as embodied 
in much of western Judeo-Christian heritage) and the fundamental skills of thinking, communicating 
and relating 

 

Purpose 
To serve Christ ian fami l ies in the provision and maintenance of an independent , inter-
denominat ional , parent -sponsored, board-di rected Christ ian school  on the east  side of Tucson 
where: 

¨  Christ ian fami l ies may be aided in thei r God-given responsibi l i ty to bring up thei r chi ldren 
in the discipl ine and instruct ion of the Lord.                               (Ephesians 6:4) 

¨  Students are encouraged to t rust  Jesus Christ  w i th the total i ty of thei r l i ves for the purpose 
of glori fying God through a l i fe of service and obedience.            (Mat thew 22:37) 

NOTE:   Desert Christian Schools does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national or 
ethnic origin. 
 

Values 

¨  Truth – because God is the God of Truth 
       (John 14:6) 
 

¨  Righteousness and Just ice -  because God is Holy  (1 Peter 1:14-16) 
 

¨  Sacri fi cial  Relat ionships –  because God is   love    (Romans 5:8) 
 

¨  Obedience – because God is Lord     (Luke 6:46) 
 

¨  Beauty and Excel lence  - because  God is beautiful and does all things well   (Psalm 50:2, Mark 
7:37) 

¨  People – because God created man in  His image     
       (Genesis 1:27) 

 

 



Characteristics 
 

Christ ian – Desert Christian Schools recognizes Jesus Christ as the author, revealer, and sustainer of 
reality.  There is nothing over which Christ is not Lord!  Therefore, we believe that there is a distinct way 
of observing and under-standing all things truly, from a Christian world and life view. 
 

In [Christ] are hidden all the treasures of w isdom and knowledge.  
                                                                                    (Colossians 2:3) 
 

Independent  – Desert Christian Schools is an independent, parent-sponsored school where parents are 
free to exercise authority over, and responsibility for, their children’s education without interference.  
Teachers are free to teach truth as truth.  Students are free to pursue truth, wisdom, and knowledge 
openly and without relativistic distortion.  
 

See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the 
elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ.                                                                        (Colossians 2:8) 

 

Publ ic – Desert Christian Schools serves the public good by producing students who are citizens living, 
working, and acting in the public realm.  We aim to help students grow in their responsibilities and 
duties as citizens to become a source of leadership and service to their neighborhoods, communities, and 
nation. 
 

Let your l ight so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven. (Matthew 5:16) 



DESERT CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS 
" Discipling young people to make a difference in their world"  

 
OUR HERITAGE  –  OUR FUTURE    ~    2009-2010 

 
Desert Christian was incorporated in 1986 by four families who envisioned a quality Christian 
high school on the east side of Tucson.  These people stepped out in faith and commitment, 
trusting God to use them to accomplish this task.  The school opened its doors in August, 1986, 
at Christ Community Church with an enrollment of 21 students in grades 9 and 10 and a full and 
part-time staff of seven.  In 1992, with enrollment approaching 100 students and outgrowing the 
facility at Christ Community Church, Desert Christian relocated to El Camino Baptist Church 
where it remained until 2005.  That year Desert Christian High School was pleased to move to its 
permanent campus at 7525 E. Speedway.  We look forward to our twenty-second year with a 
new record enrollment of 250. 
 
Desert Christian High School offers Christ-centered education as a solid academic institution.  
Over 90% of our graduates annually attend four year colleges, universities, or junior colleges 
across the United States.  Our performing arts/musical theatre department has established a 
community-wide reputation of excellence, winning first place in Arizona for the best high school 
musical (awarded by USA Today Weekend).  As a member of the Arizona Interscholastic 
Association (AIA), Desert Christian offers a variety of sports for boys and girls, and has won 
numerous regional championships and a few state titles.  In 2007, we received the Blue Cup, the 
highest honor given by AIA for overall excellence in Pursuing Victory with Honor.  
 
In the 2000-01 school year, Desert Christian expanded to included grades 6 through 8 in a 
middle school, now in its eighth year with 144 students, and a full and part-time staff of 16.  In 
2004-05, DCS expanded further with the addition of an elementary school, serving grades K-5.  
DCES begins its fourth year with an enrollment of 163 and a full and part-time staff of 21. With 
equally professional and dedicated staffs sharing the same mission and vision as the high school, 
both the middle and elementary schools have earned their own reputations for excellence. 
  
Desert Christian Schools is unique as a parent-sponsored, board-directed interdenominational 
school system.  The Faith Statement and Philosophy of Education assists families from 
approximately 70 churches in their common pursuit of quality education from a biblical and 
Christian worldview.  Desert Christian holds national affiliation with Christian Schools 
International (CSI), and accreditation with both the Association of Christian Schools 
International (ACSI) and the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools (NCA). 
 
Whether in the elementary, middle, or high school, the mission of Desert Christian Schools 
remains the same: “To disciple young people to be:  spiritually maturing and academically 
prepared while possessing an integrated Biblical worldview so they impact their world for Christ.�
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Deser t Chr istian Schools 
 

Safe…but not safe 
 

Each generation of Christians chooses one of three responses to the surrounding culture.*  
 
  ATTITUDE     ACTION 

 

  Offended      Withdraw 

   Enamored                Assimilate 

   Distressed        Engage 

 
Desert Christian believes that the Scriptures both teach (Matthew 10:16, John 17:5-7,  
I Peter 3:15) and model (Matthew 9:36, Acts 17:16-31) that distress and engagement (in 
courageous dependence on God) is the Christian’s dutiful and loving response to the world.  
Consistent with such belief Desert Christian desires that its students not flee from the world, but 
be prepared “ to be in the world, but not of the world.”  
 
In helping prepare its students to lovingly engage the world, Desert Christian emphasizes: 
 

1. Interpreting and responding to life from a biblical worldview 

2. Understanding competing worldviews prevalent in culture 

3. Defending the biblical Christian worldview as truth 

4. Equipping students with knowledge, attitudes, and skills necessary to Confront their 
world with Consecration, Competence, Character , and Car ing  

 
While Desert Christian desires that its students be safe to pursue learning without unnecessary distractions, it by no 
means sees itself as a monastic hideaway.  Therefore Desert Christian utilizes grade-appropriate curriculum, which 
the school believes prepares students to understand and engage their world. 

 
Desert Christian sees its role as an extension of the parents with whom it partners, to train and equip students  “….in 
the discipline and instruction of the Lord”  (Ephesians 6:4), with the desire that they be prepared to stand alone as 
adults, truly making a difference. 

 

 

*  as described in a lecture by Dr. William Brown, President, Cedarville College 

 

 

 

 



DESERT CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS 
“Questions & Answers”   

Important Facts 
 
 

1. Individual taxpayers can fund scholarships and receive an offsetting Arizona tuition tax 
credit when they make a contribution to a registered School Tuition Organization (STO).  
However, businesses (regardless of form) cannot take advantage of this opportunity, only 
individuals. 

 

2. An Arizona tax credit (as opposed to a tax deduction) is subtracted from the income tax 
owed to (or withheld by) the state of Arizona. 

 

3. This dollar -for -dollar  tax credit cannot exceed $1000, nor can it exceed one’s total 
Arizona tax liability (if that liability is less than $1000).  Married individuals who file 
separate returns are entitled to a maximum tax credit of $500, and single filers or head-of-
households can receive a maximum credit of $500.  Any unutilized credits may be carried 
forward for up to the next five taxable years. 

 

4. In addition to receiving the Arizona tax credit, a taxpayer can also claim a tax deduction 
on his/her federal return for a contribution to an STO.  Contributions in excess of the 
aforementioned limits may be taken as itemized deductions on both state and federal 
returns. 

 

5. Contributions may be designated for Desert Christian Schools, or specifically for DCHS, 
DCMS, or DCES.  

 

6. Contributors may also recommend their contribution to a specific student.  This is called 
a “ recommended contribution”  and qualifies for the tax credit.  There is no financial 
qualifying for the students’  family when this is done.  However, if a taxpayer 
recommends his/her own child, he/she cannot receive the Arizona tax credit. 

 

7. The Institute for Better Education (IBE) is a 501(c)(3) tax exempt, nonprofit organization 
and a qualified STO.  IBE has worked very effectively with Desert Christian for almost 
six years.  (If a contributor chooses to use another STO, he/she can still designate Desert 
Christian.) 

 

8. There are four ways you can make your contribution:  stop by the IBE office OR 
·  Phone in your contribution by using your credit card (512-5438) 
·  By using your credit online at ibescholarships.org 
·  Contact IBE at 512-5438 to set up a monthly checking account debit 
·  Mail in your check (made payable to IBE) and donation form to IBE at: 

Institute for  Better  Education (IBE) 
  5151 E. Broadway, Suite 1600, Tucson, AZ 85711   
 

 

9. Within a few days of receiving a contribution, IBE provides documentation for tax 
purposes.  The forms to be used when filing for the tax credit are simple and are available 
from IBE, Desert Christian, or the Arizona Department of Revenue (AZ forms #301 and 
#323). 

 

10. If you have additional questions, please contact IBE.  Desert Christian’s office staff will 
do their best to assist you as well.  We do recommend that you contact your tax advisor 
regarding any personal tax questions. 
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DESERT CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS 

2009-2010 Tuition Information 
 

 
The Desert Christian Schools Board of Trustees has established the following Tuition Schedule for the 2009-10 
school year.  The school continues to attempt to balance the costs of providing a quality Christian education against 
the personal financial commitment necessary from our families.  The Board established the following Tuition 
Schedule with this tension in mind, and encourages families who would like to apply for scholarship assistance to 
pick up an IBE (Institute for Better Education) scholarship application form from the school office. 

2009-10   Annual Tuition Monthly Payments, August - May 
Kindergar ten  $4840.00  $470.00 per  month 
Elementary School $5110.00   $496.00 per  month 
Middle School $6380.00   $619.00 per  month 
High School  $7400.00   $718.00 per  month 

ANNUAL REGISTRATION FEE 
 

 K indergar ten through 5th Grade     $250.00 6th – 12th Grades     $350.00  
 
Due at the time of admission or  re-enrollment, and includes supplemental student insurance, textbooks (unless 
specifically noted), a school yearbook, and miscellaneous registration expenses.  This is not par t of tuition. 
 
 
 
 

 
The first of ten tuition payments is due August 1, 2009.  Subsequent payments are due on the first of each month.   
A 5% per  month late fee on the unpaid balance will be added to accounts considered delinquent after the 10th of 

the month 
A $15.00 returned check fee will be added for all returned checks. 
 
The School Board realizes extenuating circumstances in a family’s life may require other payment arrangements.  It 

is the 
school’s desire to work with any family experiencing difficult financial times.  Written requests for extensions may 

be 
submitted to the Finance Committee of the School Board for review. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

After  enrollment, if a student withdraws from school, the family will be charged on the following basis: 
 
                    WITHDRAWAL DURING  AMOUNT DUE 
                 First 2 weeks    25% of annual tuition 
                     First Quarter    50% of annual tuition 
                     Second Quarter    75% of annual tuition 
                     Third/Fourth Quarter    100% of annual tuition 
 
If the family believes withdrawal is due to circumstances beyond its control, a request for special consideration may 
be submitted to the Finance Committee. 
 
If a student is expelled from the school for disciplinary reasons, the family will be responsible for the tuition as 
stated above. 
 
Students who enroll after the start of the school year will be billed normal school fees, and at least 50% of the annual 
tuition.  

TUITION 

PAYMENT ARRANGEMENTS 

PAYMENT/WITHDRAWAL POLICY 



 
DESERT CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS 

MIDDLE SCHOOL PROGRAM 

ADMISSIONS INFORMATION NIGHT 
DECEMBER 8, 2008 

 

AGENDA 

Opening Activities – Dennis M. O’Reilly, DCMS Principal 
�  Welcome & Prayer  
�  Curriculum Map & Books Review (#1 – Front & Back) 
�  Middle School Minutes (#2)  
�  Staff Information (#3) 

 

Admissions – Janna Van Egmond, Admissions Coordinator 
�  Admissions/Enrollment Policy (#4 - Back) 
�  Application/Enrollment Process & Packet Overview (#5 – Front & Back) 
�  Testing Requirements 
�  Admissions/Enrollment Calendar (#6) 
�  School Visits – 2nd & 4th Tuesdays (November – April) 

Please call Janna Van Egmond at 795-7161 to arrange for  visit. 
December 9, 2008 
January 13 &  27, 2008 
February 10, 2008 
March 10 &  24, 2008 
Apr il 14 &  28, 2008 

 

General Information - Dennis M. O’Reilly  
�  General Fees (handout #7 – Front) 
�  Answers To Frequently Asked Questions – (#7 - Back) 
�  Dress Code (#8) 
�  Summer Mailers  
�  Questions & Answers 
�  Middle School Application Packets online at www.desertchristian.org 

(ADMISSIONS – MIDDLE SCHOOL) 
�  Middle School Enrollment Packets – Via Email on 12/9/08 

 

Middle School Open Campus Tonight – Self-Guided Tour of A2, A3, A4 
�  7525 E. Speedway 

 

Desert Christian Middle School 
7525 E. Speedway Blvd.  
Tucson, AZ 85710 
520-795-7161  



 

DESERT CHRISTIAN MIDDLE SCHOOL 

CURRICULUM AND ACADEMICS 
 
The curriculum at DCMS is designed to equip students for a life of continued education and 
service to God, utilizing all of their gifts and talents.  Furthermore, the curriculum is designed for 
the child to study and learn the core subjects (i.e. reading, writing, math, history and science).  
Other subjects included in the curriculum are Spanish, computers and physical education.  The 
Bible curriculum includes Old Testament survey for 6th grade, a study of the New Testament for 
7th grade and a class on Christian Ethics for 8th grade.  DCMS also offers a Discipleship 
Program, with each teacher discipling a group of students during the elective class offered three 
times a week. 

 
 

Curr iculum Map 
2009 - 2010 
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Curriculum Books At Desert Christian Middle School for 
2008 - 2009 

 
Bible  

 6th -  Holy Bible & Route 66 (Positive Action Publishing) 
 7th –  Holy Bible & God-Man Book (Positive Action Publishing) 
 8th –  Holy Bible, Exploring Apologetics & Exploring Faith & Discipleship 
                      (Christian Schools International) 
   

History  
 6th -  Story of the Old World (De Bie - Evenhouse) 
 7th –  The American Republic (Bob Jones University Press) 
  World Geography (Silver Burdett Gin) 
 8th –  The American Republic (Bob Jones University Press) 
  World Geography (Silver Burdett Gin)  
 
Math 
 6th –  Math 7/6 (SAXON) or Math 8/7 – General Math (SAXON) 
 7th -  Math 8/7 - General Math (SAXON) or Algebra ½ (SAXON) 
 8th –  Algebra ½ (SAXON) or Algebra I (SAXON) 
 
Reading Workshop  

6th -  Outside reading requirement - 2 books per quarter  
The Giver, Greek Myths, Magician’s Nephew, The Hobbit, Where The Red Fern Grows, The Bronze Bow, 
Westing Game 

 7th -  Outside reading requirement - 2 books per quarter  
Adventures for Readers I (Hartcourt Brace Janovich) 
Midsummer’s Night Dream, Johnny Tremain, Tom Sawyer, Twelfth Night, 
The Death of Ivan Ilych, assorted short stories, poems and periodicals  

 8th –  Outside reading requirement - 1 book per quarter  
 Adventures for Readers II (Hartcourt Brace Jovanovich) 

 Literature and Life (Scott, Foresman) 
To Kill A Mockingbird, Macbeth, Antigone, assorted short stories, personal narratives and poems 

  
Science 
 6th –  Earth Science (Christian Schools International) 
 7th -  Life Science (Christian Schools International) 
 8th –  Physical Science (Christian Schools International)  
 
Spanish  
 6th –  Exploring Spanish (EMC/Paradigm Publishing) 
 7th -  Exploring Spanish (EMC/Paradigm Publishing) 
 8th –  Spanish Is Fun (Amsco School Publications, Inc.) 
 

Writing Workshop**  
 6th -  Learning Language Through Literature (Common Sense Press) 
 7th -  English Composition and Grammar (Warriner’s) 
 8th -  English Composition and Grammar (Warriner’s) 

  
 * *Easy Grammar (HBJ, Wanda C. Phillips) is used at each grade level. 

Updated 12-1-08 
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DESERT CHRISTIAN MIDDLE SCHOOL STAFF 
 

2008-2009 

Sherri Boge received her Bachelor of Arts from Northern Arizona University in 1987 with a major in psychology and a minor in 
mathematics and Spanish.  Sherri previously taught math at Fenster School and Desert Christian High School.  Sherri and her 
husband, James, have two children.  Sarah is an 11th grader at the High school and Matthew is in 3rd grade.  They attend Christ 
Community Church. 

Fred Boice returned to Tucson four years ago after a 24-year adventure in Los Angeles.  He attended Rincon High School and 
received his Bachelor of Arts from Occidental College in Los Angeles.  He taught at Lutheran elementary schools for 20 years, 
primarily in the 6th grade.  Fred received his elementary and secondary teaching credentials from Cal State in Los Angeles.  He 
has a super wife, Kathie, and three children.  His calling back to Tucson is ªall about being closer to his familyº and he is grateful 
to the Lord to be back.  Fred and his family attend The Vineyard Christian Community Church. 
 

Kathie Boice has a Bachelor of Arts degree in Business and Spanish from Whitworth College and a minor in Religion. She taught 
in public elementary schools for 6 years and 3 years in private education before coming to Tucson in 2004. Computers have been 
a life passion and her current desire is to equip students to be capable and responsible in our technology-driven society.  She has 
been married for 20 years to the wonderful Fred Boice with 3 awesome kids, all attending DCS.  

Woody Chamberlin has a Bachelor of Science degree from Bowling Green State University and a Master' s of Education from 
Xavier University.  He taught twelve years at Mount Healthy City Schools in Cincinnati, Ohio, and nine years at Grace Christian 
School in Tucson.  He has been teaching for thirty years with seventeen of those years in Christian education.  This will be his 
eighth year at DCMS.  He has been married for 29 years to his wife, Rose.  They both attend Catalina Foothills Church.  
 

Kendrah Davis received her Bachelor of Arts in Political Science with a minor in Spanish from the University of Arizona in the 
spring of 2006.  She immediately returned to get her secondary teaching certification and was privileged be a student teacher at 
DCMS.  She is thrilled to officially be a part of the DCMS staff.  Kendrah enjoys Starbucks, Chihuahuas, spending time with 
family, and using her musical gifts to glorify the Lord.  Kendrah attends Christ Community Church where her husband Rob is the 
Middle School Pastor.  Through her involvement in this ministry, Kendrah has developed a true love for middle school students 
that extends well beyond the school day.   
 
Nicole Hamilton has been teaching at Desert Christian Middle School for three years.  After graduation from Fordson High 
School she attended Henry Ford Community College.  Two years later she moved from Michigan to Arizona.  After moving to 
Arizona she started her family.  Jack and Nicole have three children.  Nicole has a real passion to teach nutrition and exercise.  
Nicole and her family attend Christ Community Church. 

Aaron Jansen has a Bachelor of Arts degree from Dordt College, located in Sioux Center, Iowa. He majored in history and 
minored in theology. His passion is to show kids that the whole world belongs to God and therefore we must glorify Him 
wherever we are and with whatever we do. His favorite verse is Psalm 37:4, which speaks about God' s faithfulness. It says, 
ªDelight yourselves in the Lord and He will give you the desires of your heart.º One of those desires was his beautiful wife 
Mikala. They have been married five years and attend Bethel Christian Reformed Church. Aaron was blessed to graduate from 
Desert Christian High School in 1998 and now has the privilege of working with some of his former teachers. 

 
Holly Leman holds a Bachelor of Arts from Grove City College in Pennsylvania.  She majored in both English Secondary 
education & Communications.  She also holds a masters and has her principalship credential.  Her very first teaching job was at 
Desert Christian High School.  She taught for several years at Catalina Foothills High School where she served as English 
Department Head.  She had the privilege of working with the AZ Department of Education to develop the state English standards 
for teaching and student learning.  She spent two years as administrator of Academy of Tucson Middle School where she 
developed a true love for middle schoolers.  She is thrilled to be part of DCMS and attends Lutheran Church of the Foothills. 
 

Joe Lewis has been teaching middle school for  eleven years with five of those years including high school students.  After 
graduating from Santa Rita High School he attended Pima College and Tucson College of Business where he studied 
phlebotomy.  While teaching at River of Life Christian School he earned his American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics 
(AIAA) Certificate.  Joe' s wife, Shannon, is the Children' s Ministry Director at River of Life and they have three children, 
Joseph (12), Jordan (9) and ‘Princess'  Sarah (6).  Joe' s passion is kids and helping them understand that science can be fun and 
exciting when looking at it through God' s eyes.  Joe and his family attend River of Life Baptist Church where he is a deacon.  
 
Amy Phillips holds a Bachelor of Arts degree from Hillsdale College in Michigan. She majored in English and believes that 
words and language are a gift from God and should be enjoyed and used for His glory! Having graduated from DCHS and 
completed three years of teaching at the middle school and is excited for another year of serving students. Amy recently married 
Ray Phillips, a teacher at Desert Christian High School.  Amy enjoys playing basketball, scrapbooking and violin and attends 
Dove Mountain Presbyterian Christian Church. 
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Desert Christian Middle School 

Answers to Frequently Asked Questions 
 
·  APPLICATION/ENROLLMENT PROCESS ± families who complete the process by the 

initial deadline will be considered first for acceptance/enrollment. 
 
·  ENROLLMENT PROCESS FOR DCS STUDENTS – families are expected to meet the 

same criteria as first time applicants, however, the process is slightly different. 
 
·  ADMISSIONS/ENROLLMENT LETTERS - regarding admission/enrollment to 

DCMS will be mailed mid-March for  students in the first pool.  Parents of students who 
are accepted will be required to return an enrollment form, tuition contract and a registration 
fee of $350.00.  All items must be received in the middle school office by the deadline 
indicated in the letter to complete the application/enrollment and acceptance process.  

  
·  FINANCIAL CONCERNS - if financial assistance is a concern, parents may fill out an 

Institute for Better Education (IBE) form at www.ibescholarships.org  and a Confidential 
Financial Analysis (CFA) form at www.online-cfa.com.  In addition to the forms mentioned, 
IBE will require a copy of your 2007 Federal 1040.  If this is your first year at a private 
school you may be eligible for scholarship funds under the newly enacted Corporate Tax 
Credit.  Please let us know because paperwork requirements are slightly different.  All forms 
are available in the school office. Decisions on scholarship amounts (based on need) are 
usually made in Apr il/May and 50% assistance is generally the maximum that is 
awarded. 

 

·  CAMPUS VISITATION – parents (with or without their child) may call the Admissions 
Coordinator to arrange for a classroom visit.  These will be scheduled on the 2nd and 4th 
Tuesday of each month from November through April. 

 

·  SCHOOL HOURS  - school begins at 8:20 a.m. and ends at 2:35 p.m. The campus opens at 
7:45 a.m. and closes at 3:05 p.m.  

 

·  AFTER SCHOOL CARE - DCMS Study Hall is a service provided in the Conference 
Center to the parents of students at Desert Christian Middle School who are unable to pick-
up their students after school at the designated pick-up time.  Study Hall hours are from 3:00 
± 4:30 p.m. each afternoon.  There is a charge for these services.  DCMS does not provide 
Before-School Care 

 
·  CLASS SIZES ± Approximate numbers are: 

6th grade will have 2 classes of approximately 22 - 24 students each. 
7th and 8th grades grade will have 2 classes of between 24 - 26 students each. 

 



·  CLASS STRUCTURE ± each grade, 6A, 6B, 7A, 7B, 8A, 8B, is a combination of students 
that will allow for balanced classes.  Each class is a unit throughout the day except for boys'  
and girls'  P.E., math (ability grouped), and the Discipleship classes (6th ± 8th grade mixture). 

 
·  HOME WORK ± 6th grade students can expect to spend 60 ± 75 minutes per evening.  7th & 

8th grade students can expect to spend 75 ± 90 minutes per evening.  Minimal homework is 
assigned for 

 Wednesday evenings to allow families to participate in church related events.   
 
·  SCHOOL CALENDAR ± a draft copy will be included with acceptance/enrollment letters.  

The first day of school for the 2009 ± 2010 school year is tentatively set for Wednesday, 
August 12, 2009.  

 
·  PARENT PARTICIPATION - is very important at DCMS.  You will be given an 

opportunity to indicate where you would like to volunteer in the Summer Information 
Packet.   

 
·  LUNCH PROGRAM ± students can place lunch orders on RenWeb.  Some students order 1 

-2 lunches per week.  Many students bring their lunches each day.  Funds from lunch sales 
support special school functions as determined by the Headmaster.  Snacks and drinks are 
also available on a daily basis.   

 
·  SPORTS - DCMS has after-school sports with three seasons.  Sports are:  Fall ± Co-ed Flag 

Football, Co-ed Tennis and Girls'  Volleyball; Winter  ± Co-ed Soccer and Girls'  Softball; 
Spr ing ± Girls'  and Boys'  Basketball. 

 
·  FOREIGN LANGUAGE ± Spanish is offered twice a week during the first semester for 7th 

graders and the second semester for 6th graders.  8th grade students have Spanish twice a 
week for one semester.  

 
·  COMPUTER ± is offered twice a week during the first semester for 6th graders and the 

second semester for 7th graders.  8th grade students have Computer twice week for one 
semester.  Teachers also utilize the computer lab during class time for specific assignments.  

 
·  HANDBELLS ± qualified students participate with the high school students before school 

on selected days.   
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BLOUSE Round or pointed collar; button up front (no snaps).  No visible camisole underneath. Tucked in 
at all times. 
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Wear your favorite T-Shirt with jeans or cargo pants/shorts. 
 

Remember  to follow DCMS dress code modesty policy 
in choosing your  T-shir t and jeans! 

 
�  Shirt must fall over your pants waistband and not show skin  

when you raise your arms. 
 

�  Shirts must not be tight fitting or cut low at the neckline.  
(Use your collarbone as a guideline.) 
 

�  Shirts must have regulation length sleeves (i.e.no cap sleeves, no 
sleeveless shirts, no spaghetti strap shir ts over  a T-shir t, etc.) 

 

�  If there is a message on your shirt it must be appropriate for 
DCMS (i.e. school/University, Christian band or message,  
sports team, etc.) 
 

�  Pants must not have holes or fit extremely tight. 
 

�  You do not need to wear a belt for Dress Down Day! (You 
may accessorize with a belt if you want.) 

�  Warm-up pants, sweat pants, basketball shorts are not allowed 
on Dress Down Day! 

 

�  If your clothing is not appropriate you must change into 
clothing from the Gently Used Clothing Closet. 

 
 


